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Preface  
This is not a 40-day devotional. Honestly, I am not sure it is 

even a devotional. Yes, there are 40 entries and you could 

call them devotionals. Yes, you can read one a day for 40 

days, but it is not designed with that in mind. Instead this is 

really a collection of 40 thoughts or reflections that can be 

picked up and put down at any point.  

Life is busy and hectic and many of us (myself included) 

have bought a new devotional with the hopes of spending 

our mornings sipping coffee on the porch, listening to the 

birds, and connecting with God in profound and wonderful 

ways. Day one starts and we accomplish our mission. Day 

two is another success. By day three we were running late 

so we read our new devotional quickly. By day six or seven 

we have missed a day or two and now my new devotional 

sits on the table reminding us we have little self-control and 

cannot finish a book. I did not want to do that to you.  

Instead this is a collection of 40 thoughts that you can pick 

up or put down at any point. I will not fault you if you only 

read one a week or one a month. I will not even know. This 

is a no stress book. This is so much a no stress book that 

the entries are not even categized together. Some entries are 

about prayer, some are about obedience, and some are 

something else. This way you can read through if you like 

or you can just open it up and see what happens.  



 

My purpose, my hope with this little book is that you 

connect with God in some way. Maybe it is in a new way 

and you see something about God that you did not know 

before. Maybe it a reminder about something you already 

knew. Maybe you read this, and you find that you want to 

know God. That would be amazing, and I would love to 

hear about that. Whatever it is I want you to connect with 

God in some way. That is the whole idea behind these 

thoughts. I want God to be seen and Christ to be glorified. 

So that is enough of that. Start reading and don’t feel bad if 

you forget about this book for a week or a month. We can 

catch back up later.  

 

- Mike   

  



 

Learning Who We Are 
Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you 

and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God as a fragrant aroma. Ephesians 5:1-2 NASB 

I can still remember it clearly. I was sitting on the couch 

reading a book and our foster son was driving his toy car up 

and down my leg. He was noticing my leg hair, the length 

of my leg, my ankle bone, and all the other details. He was 

paying close attention to everything. It was like he was 

studying me. He would notice my leg hair and then look at 

his leg. He would see my knee and then look at his. What 

he noticed about me he noticed about himself. It is at that 

moment that I realized the more he found out about me the 

more he found out about himself. Now we are different 

both in ethnicity and size but still, being in my presence 

and learning about me taught him about himself. 

It is the same way with us and God. The more time we 

spend in His presence learning about Him the more we 

learn about who we are. The more time we follow Him 

around to see where He goes the more we know where to 

go. The more we notice about Him the more we notice 

about ourselves. 

 



 

That is the heart of God. He desires for us to know Him and 

to delight in His presence. He wants us to sit with Him and 

learn about Him. God is our Father and as our Father, He 

wants to lead but we have to be willing to be led. We have 

to come to Him and desire His affection and guidance. It is 

there for us, but we have to come to Him and receive it. I 

often wonder how many things I miss because I am too 

busy to just go and lean into God? How much do you miss 

because you are too busy to learn who you are by learning 

who He is? 

There are a few ways we can do this, but the primary way 

is usually to just be in His presence. This can be through 

prayer, Bible reading, or maybe just silence. Whatever it is 

you need to find ways to enter into His presence and sit 

with Him.  

Sit and listen. Sit and study. Sit and be with your God your 

Father.  

  



 

I Just Don’t Feel It 
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know 

nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, 

“Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said 

Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish 

his work. John 4:32-34 NIV 

 

I am one of those odd people that likes to wake up early 

and go to the gym. Most days I actively enjoy doing my 

morning routine. I get up well before anyone else in the 

house drink my coffee, read my Bible, pray a little prayer, 

and then head off to the gym for a nice morning workout. 

But some days I just don’t feel like it. Some days I just 

want to stay in bed or sit on the couch and scroll through 

my social media apps until I forget what time it is. Some 

days I even do this, and I usually regret it. Later that day I 

feel off and cannot seem to get my head on straight.  

If we are honest sometimes, we just don’t feel like being 

obedient. I am not talking about active disobedience. This 

is not about looking for ways to be selfish or disobey God. 

No sometimes we just don’t want to do the things God 

places in front of us. It is easier to duck and hide or just not 

listen. Somedays we just don’t want to see what is in front 

of us, so we pretend not to. We don’t want to be bothered 

with the cashier who is obviously struggling. We don’t 

want to notice the homeless person who God impresses on 

us to help. We don’t want to notice that our child is having 



 

a rough day. We don’t want to hear about our spouse’s 

unfair day at work. We just don’t feel it. This not about 

always being on, we don’t always have to be on but there is 

something powerful in doing things when we don’t feel it.  

Sometimes when we don’t feel it, we are preoccupied with 

something else. Usually, that something else is us. We are 

focused on our needs and our wants. But if we opened 

ourselves up to the possibility that God has placed people 

in our lives and in front of us so we can connect with Him 

we can do things even when we don’t feel it. We can see 

something and receive something great. We can receive 

refreshment from heaven.  

We can eat the same food Jesus ate and we can have our 

souls filled 

  



 

Get to Work 
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in 

Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for 

us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10 NLT. 

I love this verse. God says we are a masterpiece, something 

special, something more than just worthwhile, but great 

because of Him. That is something that takes a long time to 

really understand. The God of the universe, the Creator of 

heaven and earth. The thinker of stars and galaxies says “I 

have made you a masterpiece” then He goes so far as to say 

“I also made something for you to do.” Not only does He 

take great delight in the work of His hand but He says now 

go and do likewise. 

While we all have a calling from God, we also have smaller 

works too. I think everyone will look back at their life and 

see an overarching work they did. Something they will be 

remembered for. It might be compassion, mercy, love, 

gentleness, passion, whatever it is there is something 

everyeon will be known for. But there are smaller works 

for you to do sometimes within the scope of that larger 

thing and sometimes things that are outside of it. For 

example, when you leave the house today to go grocery 

shopping, God could have it in place for you to pay for 

someone’s food. Maybe He will have you in place to 

encourage someone who is grieving. It could be as simple 

(not that it is simple) as just being an amazing presence in 



 

your home to show God’s goodness. Whatever it is God 

has a plan/work for you today and we can easily miss it. 

We can miss it if we think that today is just another day. If 

we decide that today has no real or lasting importance we 

can miss our job for the day. I think that we should all take 

a minute (30 seconds maybe) to ask God a pointed question 

that can change the whole day. I think we should take just a 

moment to ask God if He has something, He wants us to do 

today.  

After all, we call Jesus Lord and Savior. We do not just get 

a Savior but a Lord as well. 

  



 

The Lawnmower Didn’t Change 
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus. Philippians 1:6  

One time I had not cut the grass for 3 or 4 weeks. It was 

due to a mix of it raining every time I did have a chance 

and being lazy (not sure which played a bigger part). The 

result was the same; the lawn was out of control. I mean it 

was probably 12-18 inches high in some spots. Also, I 

should mention I had 50% grass 50% weeds. Not to 

mention my front yard had a pretty decent slope. All this 

together created a nightmare of a time. My little walk 

behind had a terrible time keeping up and didn’t at times. 

What usually took me 30-35 minutes to cut took over an 

hour and then it still took me about 45-50 minutes each 

time after that. It drove me crazy because it was always 

hard to cut. I complained a lot about my stupid mower. I 

could not understand why that stupid thing would not cut 

the grass. Then I had an epiphany. It was not the mower. 

I had always cut it down to the lowest or second lowest 

setting. Now I was on the highest or second highest setting. 

Because I let it get out of control I could barely manage to 

keep it under control. It is a lot like our spiritual life. If we 

walk away from Bible Study, Prayer, Fellowship, etc. 

things start to grow out of control. When we come back to 

it we are expecting our normal effort to produce an 



 

extraordinary result. The lawnmower did not change the 

request, however, did. My Bible Study, Prayer, and 

Fellowship has not changed after not attending to them but 

the lawn I expect them to take care of has overgrown. What 

is then required is either a bigger tool or repetitive use of 

the tools. 

In order to deal with the overgrowth, I would have to go 

back and mow the lawn a few times or I needed someone 

with a more powerful (and hopefully riding) mower to 

intercede on my behalf. If I walk too far away from Bible 

Study, Prayer, and Fellowship then when I come back I 

need either a drastic move from God or more Bible Study, 

Prayer, and Fellowship to help cut down the overgrowth. 

The same thing applies. We need to be diligent in dealing 

with our relationship with God.  

He has promised to not quit on us but we have a part to 

play in the relationship with Him. That is why it is called a 

relationship.  

  



 

Can You See? 
No one has ever seen God, but God the one and only who is 

at the Fathers side has made Him known. John 1:18 NIV 

In this first part of the verse, it says that no one has ever 

seen God but some verses in the Old Testament talk about 

so and so seeing the Lord on High and seeing the 

appearance of God. This catches my attention because both 

statements cannot be true. What I mean is you cannot both 

see and never have seen someone at the same time. 

If we do some digging we find that Greek definition for the 

word eōraken (stay with me here I promise not to use 

anymore Greek right now) means to see, perceive, and 

attend to. I like to give analogies so here is one. My bride 

can see me like no one else does. You can see me and you 

can know me to a point but no one knows me like her, no 

one sees me like she does. She can look at me and know 

what I am thinking or feeling. In a similar way, others may 

have seen a part of the Father or part of His glory but none 

have seen Him like Jesus sees Him. 

Jesus and the Father are one and that means that Christ has 

and does see the Father in a way that we never can. We are 

redeemed and saved but I think we will spend eternity in 

heaven always seeing something new about God. However, 

Jesus sees the Father completely and wholly. 



 

Jesus is God, He is not the first creation, not the most 

important created being but He is God in flesh. He has 

always been and will always be. He is part of the Holy 

Trinity. Jesus tells the disciples that if they have seen Him, 

they have seen the Father. Now we cannot see Jesus 

because He has ascended back to heaven, but we can read 

about what He said and did. We can read His words we can 

get a very clear picture of Jesus from reading the Bible. 

If we say we really want to see the Father, we have to look 

to Christ.  

  



 

Missed it by that Much. 
Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity of God and 

who I am, you would be asking me for a drink, and I would 

give you fresh, living water.” John 4:10 MSG 

Max Smart from Get Smart was famous for this line but all 

too often we as Christians have to say it as well. I can sit 

back and think about numerous times where I missed what 

Jesus was saying. Times that I was so close but almost only 

counts in horseshoes and hand-grenades. In John chapter 

4:10 we see Jesus talking with the Samaritan woman and 

she is missing it. Now it is often easy for us when we read 

the Bible to look at the people who missed it with a certain 

smugness as if to say “if that were me I would have done 

better” but the truth is we miss it all too often.   

How many times have we prayed for an open door and then 

walked right by it? Or how many times have we asked God 

to provide and then when He does we think we figured it 

out? We must make a more conscientious effort to turn the 

doorknobs and if they open a door we will walk through 

them as children of God. We must be more intentional with 

my daily praise. Small or big we must be purposeful to 

praise Him who gives. I believe that if we do this we might 

not have to regret missing it. 

I don’t like looking back and thinking what if, maybe, I’m 

not sure, should I, or you fill in the blank. I am not talking 



 

about being careless and there is a fine line but all too often 

I personally err on the side of caution and fear and not 

grace and boldness. All too often I pray when I should act. I 

am not built for that, and neither are you. We are called out 

of the world to be active. Our faith is in an active God and 

we should be more like our Father. He is good and 

generous. We never know what is on the other side of 

asking and believing.  

After all, if He can speak the world into existence, He can 

surely… 

  



 

Working from a Base of Love 
Everything you do should be done in love. 1 Corinthians 

16:14 NET Bible 

 

I don’t think I am very selfish, but I am single minded. If I 

am writing, then I am single focused. Once I sit down at the 

keyboard everything else fades away like background 

noise. This is great for accomplishing writing tasks. It is 

horrible for showing love to those around me. In order to 

show love, I must constantly remind myself to stop and 

look around. I need to block out what is going on and look 

at others.  

 

Working from a base of love is a funny thing. Sometimes 

life is stressful and confusing. Sometimes life is great and 

easy. Regardless of what life is like at any given moment, 

we are called to operate from a base of love. This means 

that when life is stressful and confusing, we are to look past 

our circumstances and move from a position of being loved 

and loving others. This can be hard because our stress and 

confusion attempt to demand our attention. They should be 

given attention because it is not wise to just ignore 

problems, but they cannot have all our attention. 

  

When life is great and easy it can be hard to work from a 

base of love because we don’t have something pressing us 

towards the Father in prayer, there is nothing requiring us 

to look past our own situation. We should enjoy the many 

blessings we have but we should not forget to love others. 



 

Operating from a base of love means embracing the love of 

God and intentionally looking past our situation to see the 

image of God in others. It is not always easy, but it is best. 

  

Today I challenge you to work from a base of love. First, 

embrace the love of the Father. Bathe in that love. Let it 

roll over you like waves. Let it drown you like the sun. 

Soak it up. Then go out and find ways to express that love 

to others. Find someone, find a few people that need that 

love and drown them in it. Give them the water of life that 

loving flows from within you like a mighty river. 

  

It’s going to be awesome! 

 

  



 

God of the Wednesdays 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures 

forever. Give thanks to the God of gods. His love endures 

forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords, His love endures 

forever. Psalms 136:1-3 ESV 

As Americans, for the most part, we like the high moments. 

The mountain top experiences, the event, the loud and the 

fast-paced. But most of life is made up of the ordinary. 

Most of life is lived in the mundane. Most of life exist on 

Wednesday. 

I say Wednesday because on Monday most people are 

getting back to work and still have some of high left over 

from the weekend. We can talk to our co-workers about 

what happened. We can talk to other students about what 

we did. Tuesday we are starting to come down, but we can 

still relive our stories. Someone might still ask how the 

weekend was. Our Facebook posts from the weekend might 

generate a few new likes. But on Wednesday there is 

usually a lot of silence. Maybe your Wednesday is actually 

Thursday but still, you have a day when nothing is going 

on. A time when nothing is happening, and you are just 

there. As a people who generally crave excitement these 

days can be hard but, in the Bible, we are presented with a 

deep and wonderful truth: God’s steadfast love endures 

forever. We think of forever as a time coming but in fact 

right now is part of forever in the eyes of God because He 



 

is present in every moment. There are not moments that are 

here and gone or will be, but each moment is a moment 

where God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

God is still God on Wednesday and He still reigns and 

loves us. He is still moving and active. He is still in control. 

We cannot be like the disciples that stood there looking up 

to heaven. We must move forward living out this life of 

love that we have. We must move forward walking each 

step as Jesus would walk. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31 

“whether we eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all things 

to the glory of God.” In context, Paul was talking about not 

causing your brother or sister to stumble but it is important 

that he is using daily things as examples. We are in the 

daily movements of life more than we are high on events. 

We spend more time living in Wednesday than anywhere 

else.  

It is in these ordinary times that we need to fall back on 

spiritual disciplines to help us remember that God is God 

and His steadfast love endures forever, even on a 

Wednesday. 

  



 

Looking for the Right Reward 
“Your threat means nothing to us. If you throw us in the 

fire, the God we serve can rescue us from your roaring 

furnace and anything else you might cook up, O king. But 

even if he doesn’t, it wouldn’t make a bit of difference, O 

king. We still wouldn’t serve your gods or worship the gold 

statue you set up.” Daniel 3:16-18 MSG 

 

Life is just hard sometimes. Sometimes life is hard because 

we are dumb and make dumb choices. We sin, we make 

mistakes, we get it wrong. Sometimes life is hard because 

we make it hard. Other times life is hard because we live in 

a broken and fallen world. As Christians, we believe that 

the kingdom of God has come but we live in this tension of 

the now and not yet reality of the kingdom. We live in a 

tension of belonging to the kingdom of God and being 

Christ’s ambassadors but being here on earth. That is hard 

and causes tension. 

Life is also hard because sometimes doing God’s will is 

hard. Doing God’s will is hard sometimes because we 

might not like it. We find that Paul’s words ring true in 

Romans 7:18 when he says, “For I have the desire to do 

what is good, but I cannot carry it out.” So sometimes the 

difficulty comes in obeying despite ourselves. We like to 

blame the devil but sometimes we are own worst enemy.  



 

However, there is a real enemy and he has many servants. 

So sometimes life is hard because there is opposition to 

serving God. Whether it be people or spiritual forces there 

are things that come against us. We must understand this, 

and we must acknowledge that this is a reality. 

In the end, we have options in the face of that adversity. 

We can shrink back and surrender, or we can stand and say, 

“my God will rescue me, but even if He doesn’t, I will still 

serve Him.” Our faith must be strong enough to say I will 

serve God and He will rescue me. I trust completely God in 

this situation to come to my aide and deliver me. We must 

look past the circumstance and the situation and move 

forward in faith when we know we are obeying God’s will. 

We also have to be willing to admit that we are not God 

and if He does not come in the way we want, we have to be 

secure enough in Him to still serve. Service to God cannot 

be about the reward or the deliverance. Yes, He is a God 

who rewards and delivers but God told Abraham that He 

(God) was Abrahams great and mighty reward. God, 

Himself is the ultimate reward and goal.  

In the end, this means our service and faith must be 

grounded in God Himself and not our desires or wants. 

  



 

Listening 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and 

cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” John 20:16 NIV 

Do you ever just stop when reading your Bible? You’re 

reading and moving along and then suddenly, you read 

something, and it makes you slam on the brakes? I love 

when that happens because it reminds me that the Bible, 

this amazing book is more than just a book of stories. It is 

more than just a record of what happened. It does more 

than just communicate the past because it is alive. 

Augustine said, “the Bible is shallow enough for a child not 

to drown, yet deep enough for an elephant to swim” and I 

think this is pretty great quote.  

Hebrews 4:12 says that the Word of God is alive and 

active. In the NLT it says “it exposes our innermost 

thoughts and desires” which is pretty amazing when you 

think about it. The words in the Bible can, in an instant, 

expose our innermost thoughts, desires, and fears. 

In John 20:16 Mary is looking for the body of Jesus. Mary 

is confused and crying, not know where His body was. 

Jesus was there with her but in her pain and confusion, she 

could not see Him. That changed when He called her name. 

Just her name from His mouth made her see. 



 

How many times in our own lives do we miss Christ and 

think that we cannot find Him because of our 

circumstances? How many times do we miss the Lord? Yet 

the whole time He is right there. Something changes when 

He calls our name. When He speaks our name, we can see 

anew and come alive. Jesus called Mary’s name and she 

could see Him, and she was comforted. Jesus called 

Lazarus’ name and he came out of the grave. Jesus called 

my name and I turned from my old life. Jesus called your 

name and you turned from your old life. Something 

happens when Jesus calls your name, we just need to be 

listening.  

Are you listening? 

  



 

But Wait, There’s More 
 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the age to come. Ephesians 

1:20-21 NRSV 

Have you ever heard the saying your attitude determines 

your altitude? It’s an OK saying, and when things are going 

OK and sometimes when it is a matter of focus it is helpful. 

In truth, our attitude does determine a lot of things and 

when we have the wrong attitude or cannot get our focus 

right, we generally keep sinking. I think having the right 

attitude is very important but sometimes life is too heavy 

for just the right attitude. Sometimes the weight and 

heaviness of life are crushing, and we cannot think 

ourselves into a better situation. Thankfully we don’t have 

to. 

In Ephesians 1:20-21 Paul talks about Jesus and says that 

God raised Christ from the dead and now Christ is seated in 

heaven above every power, ruler, and authority that was, is, 

and will be. Jesus is above everything. There is nothing that 

is higher than our risen Messiah. No political party, no 

recession, no fear, no doubt, nothing is higher than Christ. 

He is supremely above everything. Bad things still happen 

on earth. Loved ones still die. Wars still occur. The church 

still fails at times. But in all of it, Christ is still above all 



 

these things. No matter what is happening here on earth 

Jesus is above everything. 

That is awesome and so helpful to remember. To know that 

in our situations, when things are so bad, we can hardly 

stand, we still have a Lord who is above everything. To 

remember that the love that has been poured out on us was 

poured by the one who is above and sustains all things can 

give us peace in the midst of the storms. It can remind us to 

look to Christ and not our own ability. It can give us the 

courage to keep pressing on. I would say there is nothing 

better than that, except Paul says there is more. 

Paul tells us about Christ’s position, and it is supposed to 

give us peace. It is supposed to get us excited about how 

great Jesus is. It is supposed to elicit a specific response of 

amazement. Then it gets better because Ephesians 2:4-6 

says that we are now with Him! That’s right we start with 

this feeling of awe and sense of the greatness of Christ 

being above all things and then Paul hits us with the fact 

that our place is in Him in heaven. Now obviously we are 

still here on earth but our position, where we belong, is in 

Christ above it all. 

We belong in Christ and that is where we are headed. Our 

placement is set. We have been sealed with the Holy Spirit. 

Like leaving a job, the notice has been given and now we 



 

go about whatever it is we are doing with an understanding 

that eventually we will be where we belong.  

Stuff still happens. Life still gets hard; things still break but 

praise God this is not our final stop.  

  



 

Fight Time 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places. Ephesians 1:3 NRSV 

Growing up I loved watching wrestling and boxing. One of 

my favorite moments was when they announced the fight 

was going to start. It didn’t matter if it was a bell or an 

announcer saying something. The start was this magical 

moment when the story that had been building reached its 

climax and the fight would begin. My favorite wrestler was 

Sting (Steve Borden). He just carried himself in a great 

way.  

We have similar things going on in our lives. For each of 

us, God is always building us up for something that he 

wants to do. For our family it has been youth, foster care, 

and missions but for you, it might be something different. 

Either way, things have been building and growing or 

maybe they are still building and growing but there comes a 

moment when its go time. 

The thing to remember is that you don’t go it alone. 

Ephesians 1:3 and 1:13 say that we are blessed in Christ 

and that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. It’s a done deal. 

So yes, there is a go time, but we go from a place of being 

blessed and sealed. We don’t fight some wild fight out of 

nowhere. It has been building, growing, and waiting for the 



 

right time for you to move. Whatever God is doing in you 

and moving you to, you will have a fight time, but you fight 

with God, from God, and for His mission. 

That is amazing when we really think about it. We fight 

from a place of Christ’s victory. It is still scary, but it is 

awesome too. When we start to get scared because it 

doesn’t seem like things are going the right way, we have 

to remember three very important things. First is that 

Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is the substance of things 

hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. If you could 

see it then it wouldn’t be faith. Second, is Hebrews 11:6. I 

like the way the Message version reads – God cares enough 

to respond to those who seek him. Third is that failure is an 

option. If it wasn’t then it would not be a fight. I know that 

is not comforting to some, but it always makes me feel 

good. To know I could fail means I need to be that much 

more determined not too. 

So, wherever you are at in the battle or whether the story is 

still building, it is going to be great in the end. Keep 

pushing into Christ. Keep fighting the good fight of faith.  

Keep pressing into Jesus. It might hurt and it might be 

scary, but God is so worth it. 



 

Praying in the Tension  
Casting all your cares [all your anxieties, all your worries, 

and all your concerns, once and for all] on Him, for He 

cares about you [with deepest affection, and watches over 

you very carefully]. 1 Peter 5:7 

I remember it so clearly. We had our first foster care 

placement and it was going great. The boys were sweet and 

kind. The little one cried a lot the first few hours but after 

that it was like a dream. My wife and I could not 

understand what all the fuss was about. Adjustment period? 

What adjustment period? This is easy. Two days later we 

realized things were not what they first appeared to be.  

In the beginning of something there is this initial 

excitement where we are ready to go and have the faith to 

move mountains. We are ready for whatever the world, the 

enemy, or our flesh throws at us. Like He-man we 

proclaim, “I have the power!” but the problem is that same 

excitement and proclamation of power does not last. Maybe 

after a week, two weeks, three weeks, or four weeks we 

start to get tired. We wonder why the victory is not yet 

won. We start to question what God said. We start to 

wonder if we missed something. Surely if God was 

speaking, He would have wrapped this up by now. Surely if 

God was in this it would be easier right? 



 

Well no, not necessarily. The tension we feel between what 

God said and what we see could be part of the plan. It could 

be that God is using this tension for a purpose. Honestly, I 

don’t want to list possible reasons why because I don’t 

want you to limit your thinking, but He can and does use 

the tension for His glory and purposes. 

The Apostle Paul has some words of encouragement for us. 

Writing to the church in Philippi from prison he says, “I 

want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me 

has really served to advance the gospel” (Phil 1:12). Paul 

was in jail for doing exactly what God told him to do. He 

was following the path placed before him and it got him 

locked up. I am guessing that Paul had his moments of 

wrestling with the tension of following God’s call and 

being in jail. A few verses later after talking about how 

people are trying to make it worse for him, he says, “yes, 

and I will rejoice” (1:18b). There is tension there, but Paul 

was praying through and telling us to pray through the 

tension. 

It is not easy, but we have to keep coming back to the place 

of praying through the tension between what God has said 

and what we see. God is God and we are not. We cannot 

understand His ways, but we can trust Him. 

I believe that one of the reasons God allows the tension is 

so that we will keep coming back to Him. The tension is 



 

hard, but it is necessary. For me, I can see part of the reason 

is for humility. It is humbling to ask for help. It is humbling 

to ask for support. It is humbling to not be able to 

accomplish a task on my own. So, we should accept the 

tension. We don’t really have to want it, but we should 

accept it because we trust that God is good. If we are going 

to fight then we must accept that God is good because He is 

the one leading the battle, and He is the source of strength. 

So, the tension is real but so is God.  

Pray in the tension. Pray to the God of peace. God cares 

deeply for you. Use the tension to draw near to God and He 

will draw near to you. 

  



 

Answer the Why 
For I have come down from heaven, not that I should do 

My will, but the will of the One having sent Me. John 6:38 

BLB 

 

If we are going to go after something and I mean really go 

after it, we must know why we are doing it. It is not enough 

sometimes to just know you need to complete the task you 

need to understand in the depths of your very being why 

you are doing it.  

I remember one time I was contracted to clear an acre of 

land. I should have never taken the job because I lacked the 

skill, the manpower, and the tools. But being a stubborn 

man who needed to feed his family I did took the job. After 

the first day, I knew I had made a mistake, and this was 

going to be horrible. In the end, I was right, and it was 

horrible. I was eaten alive by black flies and I ended up 

spending half of the money I made on tools. Also, the man 

who contracted me was not happy with the work which I 

could not entirely fault him for. We came to an 

arrangement and went our separate ways. The thing that 

kept me going every day though was that I knew we needed 

this money. This was my only source of income to feed my 

family for the next two weeks. I had to complete the job no 

matter what I wanted.  

We know that life gets hard sometimes. We understand that 

we can and should pray in the tension but there is also a 



 

need for us to remember why we are doing what we are 

doing. It does not matter what you are doing there has to be 

a real and true reason behind it. Making more money, 

growing a bigger church, getting the corner office, or 

whatever else you might be pursuing is all well and good 

but why are you doing it? What is the point?  

We have to know the answer to that question because the 

things we put our hands too often require sacrifice and until 

we understand what is driving us, we cannot make the right 

sacrifices. Jesus knew why He was here. He came to do the 

Fathers will. He came to set sinners free. He knew this and 

this gave Him purpose that when He set His face towards 

Jerusalem nothing was going to stop Him. He was a man on 

a mission because He understood His mission.  

Do you know yours? 

 

  



 

Expert Status 
I have not yet reached my goal, and I am not perfect. But 

Christ has taken hold of me. So, I keep on running and 

struggling to take hold of the prize. Philippians 3:12 CEV 

 

I have heard that it takes about 10,000 hours of practice to 

be an expert. That is a lot of hours. To put it into 

perspective if you wanted to become an expert at guitar or 

piano and played for 4 hours every day it would take 2,500 

days to be an expert. That is almost 7 years to reach expert 

status. That is no breaks, no sick days, and no vacations. 4 

hours every day for almost 7 years. Expert status takes 

drive, dedication, determination, and time. It does not 

happen overnight.  

 

This makes me wonder, can we be expert Christians? I 

think the answer is no, but that does not mean we do not 

try. I do think there are some things we can do to work 

towards expert status, and I think they are worth doing or 

practicing.   

 

First is obedience because I think a lot of the things, we are 

supposed to practice fall into the obedience category. 

Giving, for example, is about obedience. Serving is another 

item that deals with obedience. Come to think of it the 

Bible is so insistent on obedience that it says that obedience 

is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). It also says Jesus 

was obedient to the point of death. Obedience like John 

says is, walking as He (Jesus) walked. 



 

 

The next one is discipleship. If you are not discipling others 

you are missing out on one of the greatest blessings in the 

Christ life. Discipleship is so important to God that it is the 

one thing Jesus said to do before ascending to heaven. 

Discipleship is taking time to invest in the spiritual 

formation and maturity of other believers. Discipleship is 

about being involved in other people’s lives and allowing 

them to be involved in yours. Some of your greatest 

breakthroughs and victories will come in the context of 

discipling other believers and making yourself available. 

There are many ways and places you can get involved in 

discipleship. If you pray and honestly ask God for this, He 

will show you who to invest in and I would not be surprised 

if someone starts investing in you as well.  

 

Lastly, we come to prayer. Prayer is time between you and 

God. Paul says we should be praying always so there is a 

good reason to pray. The Bible is full of commands to pray, 

examples about prayer, stories of God hearing 

prayers. Jesus taught the 12 to pray. I would suggest that 

not only is prayer a big deal it is a progressive act. The 

more we pray the more we need to pray. The more focused 

and disciplined our prayers become the more focus and 

discipline they need to be. One of my favorite passages on 

prayer is when Jesus says that we should keep asking, keep 

knocking, and keep seeking. I find that very confusing and 

very exciting. We must continue to pray. In the beginning, 

only praying “I want” prayers are OK and there is nothing 

wrong with that. It is like learning to walk and holding onto 



 

the couch or learning to ride a bike with training wheels. It 

is perfectly OK. But at some point, our prayers need to shift 

into something deeper. Something more intimate. Our 

prayer life reflects our spiritual maturity.  

 

The joyful thing is that the journey is part of the process. 

Learning what it means to be obedient, helping others in 

their walk with Christ, praying and leaning into the Father 

is the Christian life. That is what it is about. Paul says in his 

letter to the Philippians that was written towards the end of 

his life that he had not reached the goal of being fully 

mature or an expert but that he is pushing forward towards 

the goal.  

 

We keep moving forward and driving towards the end goal 

of maturity in Christ. 

 

  



 

Obedience and the Mundane  
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 

produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take 

wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, 

that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and 

do not decrease. Jeremiah 29:5-6 ESV 

It seems to me that obedience is found in the mundane and 

the small things. If we cannot be obedient in the day to day 

and the little things, then how can we expect to be obedient 

in the big things? Typically, when we hear about these 

verses what is focused on is verse 7 which says to pray for 

the city and we should, but the Israelites were also called to 

just live there. Day by day just live there and be good 

obedient people who reflected God.  

Part of the problem is that daily obedience is hard. Not just 

because it requires you to keep it up but because there is no 

applause for daily obedience. I mean we have social media 

where we can broadcast our obedience, but nobody really 

cares. You might get some likes, some hearts, maybe a few 

comments but in reality, it really just doesn’t matter to 

people. I don’t think it should either and I am just as guilty 

as anyone else. We want to be seen for our obedience in the 

mundane and small, but truth be told we should only care 

that we are being obedient. Not because we want to be 

trusted with more but so that we are being obedient. If we 



 

are only chasing more, we miss something beautiful. We 

miss the joy of obedience. 

There is a joy that comes in mundane obedience because it 

connects us to the heart of God. When we are obedient to 

God in the day to day, we get closer to God. When we go 

about our day doing what is right because it is right, He is 

present. God tells Israel that He will be there God and they 

will be His people (Jeremiah 30:22). The relationship with 

God and God Himself is the reward. By being obedient to 

what God has called us to right now we are looking for 

Him to be our reward. It’s not glamorous or flashy but it is 

intimate and that is much better. Sure, we can be open to 

more. Joseph never stopped wanting to be free while in 

Egypt, but he was obedient in the mundane too. 

Obedience does not mean you pretend either. Be honest 

with God when you want something different but obedient 

anyway. If it is hard, tell God it is hard but be obedient 

anyway. If it scary tell God it is scary, but be obedient 

anyway. The more you are honest with God the more you 

draw near to Him and Him to you. Obedience is not about 

being a mindless zombie but about doing the right thing 

and drawing close to God when you do it.  

Mundane obedience is not the most fun you will have but it 

is one of the most rewarding things you can do. 



 

Foolishness 
Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than this, 

even to be humiliated in my own eyes! But those servant 

girls you mentioned will indeed think I am 

distinguished!” 2 Samuel 6:22 NLT 

Sometimes I do foolish things. This one time when I was in 

my early 20s, I thought it would be a good idea to dye my 

hair red. The problem is my hair was recently bleached so 

instead of having red hair I looked like a reverse Heat 

Miser. It was red on the bottom, but it got lighter towards 

the tips. It was not my best look. Another time (still early 

20s) I wore Jnco style jeans. It was not a good look and I 

am glad there are no pictures. Other times I do what look 

like foolish things, but I am doing them in obedience. 

Sometimes when God calls us to something it looks and 

sounds crazy. At first, we think there is no way that is what 

God is saying because it just doesn’t make sense. But then 

the nagging starts. It is not God nagging but our own souls 

calling us to be obedient. It is calling us to look like fools 

for Christ. Sometimes when we finally say yes to what God 

is leading us to, we also create built-in escapes for God. Do 

you ever do that? Maybe it is just me, but sometimes I like 

to give God and out. I say things like, if it is your will, if 

You want to God, or something similar. It is not that those 

things are wrong to say or pray but when you know God is 

calling or saying something it does become wrong. 



 

We need to be fools for Christ and I think that puts us in 

good company. Paul and the other Apostles were fools for 

Jesus. David was a fool for God. Early missionaries to 

China, India, and other parts of the world were fools for 

God, thousands of missionaries around the world are fools 

every day. People all the time are fools for Christ by daring 

to believe Him for the impossible. 1 Corinthians 1:27 says 

that God chose the foolish things to shame the wise, and the 

weak to shame the strong. The thing is if you cannot trust 

God for the impossible what can you trust Him for? If you 

can believe that Christ lived a sinless life, died on a cross, 

and rose again three days later can’t you trust Him for a 

miracle now? 

I think we should all be willing to be fools for Jesus. 

  



 

Paths of Righteousness 
He restores my soul; He leads me in paths of righteousness 

for His name’s sake. Psalms 23:3 NKJV 

I remember the first time I had a job with a name tag. I 

think most people can relate to having a name tag for work 

but what struck me about this was that my name was under 

the company name. When I greeted a customer, I had to 

say, “welcome to Burger Hut how can I help you?” I was 

not there to represent myself or my self-interest I was a 

representative for the company. I had to follow their plans 

and if I did things would go well for me. I was 15 so I did 

not, and things did not go well for me but that is another 

story.  

I am going to start by saying I might not be right; I am just 

asking a question. Is it possible we have missed some of the 

meaning in Psalm 23:3? I have always read it that God will 

lead me along paths of righteousness for His name and that 

means he will lead me down the right paths for me. What if 

there is a bigger picture where God is going to lead us 

down the path of righteousness and right living for His 

name. What if part of the point (maybe the bigger point?) is 

about doing the right thing and living the right way because 

His name is on us? 

What if the point is not about me going the right way for 

me but for Him? What if the purpose is to bring Him glory 

through right living in caring for the poor, the widow, the 



 

orphan, and the stranger? What if the Psalm is about the 

Shepherd and not just about the sheep? 

I, like most people, love Psalm 23 because it makes me 

comfortable and happy. It reassures me that God will guide 

me, bless me, lead me, and protect me. I wonder if it should 

also scare us though because that means God could bring us 

to places that requiring guiding, blessing, leading, and 

protection. By scaring us I do not mean duck and hide fear 

because God has said do not be afraid, but His plans and 

ways should scare us a little because they are big and we 

cannot succeed without His guiding, blessing, leading, and 

protection. 

Jeremiah 33:3 says “Call to me and I will answer you and 

tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” 

Maybe part of the point of these questions is to get us to 

call on God and ask Him tough questions. If we do there is 

a good chance, He will move us to a deeper relationship 

with Him.  

That is a little scary because I just got comfortable here. 

  



 

Sojourners or Scattered Ambassadors 
 Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make 

yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at the expense 

of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so 

that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then they’ll 

be won over to God’s side and be there to join in the 

celebration when he arrives. 1 Peter 2:11-12 MSG 

I was asked once if you can have a regular job and own a 

home (or rent) and still be a sojourner. Well yes of course 

but we must understand what it means to be a sojourner. 

I do not think you have to leave your job or home to be a 

sojourner, but I am not sure you can be attached to them 

either. I think it is partly about what kingdom you are 

building. Am I building God’s kingdom or mine? Am I 

amassing wealth for my benefit or His? Am I desiring to 

see His name proclaimed or mine? It is like Steve Saint 

says in the Great Omission when he talks about not 

everyone is called to be a missionary, but everyone is 

called to the mission (my paraphrase). Peter writes to the 

diaspora or exiles who are strangers or sojourners in 1 Peter 

and Paul calls us ambassadors. If I can put them together, 

we are called to be scattered ambassadors who represent 

Christ. When thought of in those terms we can easily work 

a job and own a home as long we remember where our 

allegiance is. 



 

Now to be clear some are called to go. If you are called to 

go, then you need to go. I know that sounds simple but that 

is because it is. There is great joy found in following God. 

We read stories in the Bible like those of Abraham and 

think it would be easy to follow if we could hear God as 

Abraham did. The problem is Abraham went years not 

hearing from God. There are only a handful of times we 

read that God spoke to Abraham. Scripture records more 

silence from God to Abraham than communication. I think 

we have it easier because we have the Holy Spirit living 

inside of us. We can commune with the divine daily. Yes, 

sometimes God is still silent but sometimes that is because 

you have not listened to the last thing He said. 

As Christians, we are called to be a holy nation and a 

kingdom of priests but the kingdom we belong to is 

invisible. It is real, and it is present, but it cannot be seen 

which is why geography, to a Christian, is more about 

direction than political allegiance. We must come to the 

place where we are as willing to walk away from it all as 

we are to stay. The will is what is important and what God 

is after. Jesus prayed not my will by Yours be done. God 

wants us to turn our wills over to Him. We must be willing 

to go when He says God and stay when He says stay. 

So yes, you can absolutely be a sojourner or scattered 

ambassador who represents Christ. But you can also go. 



 

Prayer and Posture 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You 

shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

NKJV 

So, what does posture, and prayer have in common and 

why am I talking about them? First, I am not talking about 

our posture during prayer like sitting, kneeling, or bowing 

even though that might be a fun conversation. Instead, I 

was thinking about how posture and prayer are similar. I 

should probably explain. 

I have horrible posture. It probably comes from sitting at a 

desk for years. I find that no matter where I am sitting, I try 

to find ways to prop myself up. I put my elbows on my 

knees or I lean against something. I honestly have to 

constantly remind myself to stop slouching, sit up straight, 

get my elbows off the table, and so on. I am actively 

working on this, but it is a process. Even as I sit here and 

type this, I am noticing more and more that my posture is 

horrid. 

Now I am not a doctor, but I think good posture helps with 

all sorts of things from digestion and maybe even better 

abs. I honestly have no idea, but I do know that it does not 

feel right to slouch all the time and I am sure that because it 



 

is so hard to stop slouching, I should probably stop. Besides 

people say things like “stop slouching, stand up straight.”  

In Deuteronomy chapter 6 we read the Shema. It is called 

the Shema because the first word is Shema and it is usually 

translated “hear” but Hebrew words usually carry a lot of 

meaning. The meaning of Shema is to hear but it is also to 

listen and obey. It is a call to attentive and active hearing 

that leads to obedience. In prayer we hear, listen, and obey 

God. A weak posture is like a weak Shema in that it leads 

to using other things to prop you up. 

Prayer is our connection to God. It is among other things an 

exchange of our will for His. If we are not praying, we 

cannot hear. If we cannot hear we cannot listen. If we 

cannot listen, we cannot obey. If we cannot obey, we 

become the lord of our own lives. That will not do. We 

must like proper posture find ways to stand strong in the 

right things even though it is hard. Even if we must 

sacrifice other things to stand properly. It is something that 

is a must. 

I am convinced that a lack of quality prayer time leads to 

may “illnesses” in our lives. We lack prayer so we lack 

hearing which means we cannot obey which means we do 

not grow. We lack prayer so we lack compassion, so others 

suffer. The list can go and on. We must find ways to make 

prayer a priority again. We must sacrifice other things if 



 

need be to give space for God to speak. We must also be 

OK with silence. Sometimes God does not speak and that is 

OK.  

Prayer is not just about speaking to God or hearing from 

God. It is also about being with God.  

  



 

Heard About You 

 

But how can they call on someone if they haven’t trusted in 

him? And how can they trust in someone if they haven’t 

heard about him? And how can they hear about someone if 

no one is proclaiming him? Romans 10:14 CJB 

I can tell you all sorts of things about my wife. Fun facts 

and figures that would make you think I am a crazy stalker. 

I know every mannerism about my wife. Usually, I know 

something about my wife before she does because I study 

her so much. If I told you these things you would know 

about her too, but it would not drive you to want to meet 

her. You would know a good deal about her, but they 

would not be things that make you meet her and say “it’s so 

nice to meet you. I have heard so much about you.” Instead, 

you met her and say, “wow your husband knows you a lot.” 

By telling you all the facts and stats about my wife you 

would learn some things about her. You might even think I 

am awesome for knowing my wife so well. But that is not 

my goal. My goal is for you to meet her and think that she 

is awesome. 

The same goes for Jesus. I think theology is so much fun 

and I think it is important. We should enjoy talking about it 

and learning about it. The more we understand and know 

about these things the better we can understand God and 

communicate those things to others. The problem is they 

will generally not drive someone to want to know Him.  



 

The more we tell people about theology the more they 

might start to think “wow these people really know this 

Jesus.” But we don’t want people to know that we know a 

lot about Jesus. We want them to know Him. We need to 

talk about Jesus in such a way that people feel they must 

meet Him. That after spending time with us they think 

“wow this Jesus guy sounds amazing” because honestly, 

He is. If we love Him as much as we claim, and we want 

other people to love Him we need to talk about Him in 

ways that communicates that. The problem is that all too 

often we get in the way. We start to talk too much about the 

things of Jesus and not about Him. 

We need to talk about Jesus in such a way that people can’t 

wait to meet Him. The more we talk about Him the more 

the world should think “I have to meet this Jesus.” That is 

all we should want in life. We should want others to know 

the same God who loves us and saved us from ourselves. 

We should want people to know that Jesus loves them and 

wants to be part of their life. That Jesus looked down from 

heaven and said, “I want you.” That even though people are 

a mess God desires to have a relationship with them. That’s 

it, that is the good news right there. God sent His Son to 

come and be with you. That He says I want you and I am 

going to do something so big and so amazingly crazy to 

make this relationship work. 



 

We need to talk about Him in such a way that people say to 

Jesus “it’s so nice to meet you. I’ve heard so much about 

you.” 

  



 

Trading Glory 
They exchanged their glorious God for an image of a bull, 

which eats grass. Psalm 106:20 

When we moved to Knoxville, so I could finish my degree 

things went great. The move was awesome and amazing. 

God lined up all sorts of blessings. Some big, some small, 

and some just to show off. One such blessing is that the 

school provided internet. This was an unexpected blessing 

and saved us about $90 a month. I did not know that when 

we moved up there, so I had originally ordered internet 

from another company. When I called to cancel the service, 

it was easy enough but the young woman, I was on the 

phone with kept trying to get me to keep them as my 

service provider. I explained to her a few times that I did 

not need it because I was getting service for free, so I didn’t 

want to pay for it. She wanted me to trade my blessing for 

something I would need to pay for. She was trying to get 

me to purchase something that had been given to me by 

someone else. 

There are times when we as believers in the Almighty trade 

His glory and Christ our righteousness for something else. 

Sometimes it is as harsh and dramatic as the Israelites 

making a golden calf and other times it is more subtle, but 

the result is the same. The result is we trade our 

righteousness in Christ and God’s glory for something less. 

We have this gift as Christians of Christ being our 

righteousness and our glory. He is what is inside us that 



 

makes us different. The indwelling and filling of the Holy 

Spirit in us sets us apart and makes us more than we could 

ever choose to be. His gift to us is Himself and sometimes 

when we are not careful, we trade that for something less.  

We have gifts from God and we instead fall into pride 

thinking we created something. We have blessings and 

think we need to work for more. We have faith and think 

work is required to earn more, and so on. We trade our 

glory and our righteousness for something else. Don’t miss 

understand me there is work to do but it is work from a 

position and not for a position. We must be careful to 

always turn our eyes back to the Master.  

We must turn our gaze back to Christ and seek His glory 

and kingdom and in doing so we lessen the possibility of 

trading Him for less. 

  



 

What Do You Like to Do? 
Do not act out of selfish ambition or conceit, but with 

humility think of others as being better than yourselves. 

Philippians 2:3 ISV 

One of the most common questions asked when people 

meet each other is “What do you do?” I think there are 

some good reasons to ask the question and I think there are 

some appropriate situations to ask the question, but I don’t 

know if it is the best question to ask in normal situations. 

Some appropriate situations would be industry conferences, 

networking events, and similar situations where people are 

gathered for the purposes of business. If you are walking a 

trade show floor and speaking with other industry 

professionals, then what do you do is a very appropriate 

question. Everyone is there to find out what other 

companies offer, and people want to know what you do for 

your company. Sometimes it is so that the other person 

knows if you can help and sometimes it is to see where you 

rank but more on that later. If you are at a networking event 

the whole purpose is to know what other people do so you 

know if you can help each other. These are great reasons to 

ask someone what they do because what they do defines the 

relationship you will have. 

What about a BBQ or a party? Why do we ask people what 

they do in these situations? Sometimes the question is 



 

asked because you are interested. You meet a person and 

there is something about them that jumps out at you, so you 

ask, “what do you do?” Sometimes it is asked out of habit 

and in innocence. Usually, it starts with the phrase “so.” So 

is a great way to start a question you really don’t care to 

know the answer to.  

Sometimes, I think this question is asked to see how you 

stack up against the other person. This may be an 

uncomfortable point. Sometimes this question is asked so 

you know where on the social scale you and this person are. 

Are they above you or below you? Who is better? Which 

one of you has more clout and pull in the world. Asking 

what someone does helps define the relationship in a way 

that places priority over a relationship.  

We should never ask the question to see where we stack up. 

We should also never ask the question if we are just trying 

to see if we can get something out of them. Asking what 

someone does in order to know how you can use them (or if 

you can) takes away who they are as a person and turns 

them into something to be used. They are no longer a 

human being they are a resource for you to use. A thing to 

be taken advantage of. When asking for this reason you 

might as well just ask them “what value to you have to me? 

Are you a top-shelf tool or something I leave in my junk 

drawer only to move around when I am looking for 

something more useful?” As Christians, we believe that 

people are created in the image of God. People are image 



 

bearers of the Almighty and to reduce them to items and 

resources is not only a tragic waste of relationships but a 

desecration of someone beautifully made. 

I think there is a better question that can be asked, and it is 

a question that cuts strait the idea that people are valuable 

and unique, and what we are interested in them. The 

question is “what do you like to do” now granted you might 

have a better question, but I am going with this because the 

focus is put on them. It takes the focus off comparisons and 

place on their personhood. It says to the person you are a 

person and I want to know more about you. I have tried this 

out a few times so far and it has worked wonders. I met a 

man who likes to fish and hike. I have met quite a few 

people who like to play video games, some who like to play 

music, and many who just like to spend time with their 

families. A fair amount of the time I find that people will 

tell me what they do (as in how they make money) when 

telling me what they like to do but that is no longer the 

point. The point becomes a relationship. If someone likes to 

fish, I say hey I like to fish (I am not any good though) and 

we can talk about something they enjoy which can move us 

into other conversations.  

 



 

The question of “what do you like to do” opens up a whole 

new world of conversation that would be otherwise closed 

if we only cared about their ability to make money. 

  



 

Grapes and Cheese 
The tongue is also a small part of the body, but it can speak 

big things. See how a very small fire can set many trees on 

fire. James 3:5 NIV 

I was standing there minding my own business eating my 

grapes and cheese and then it happened. My identity as a 

follower of Christ was questioned. It was something so 

bizarre that it still comes to my mind a decade later. I was 

gently scolded by a co-worker because I did not know that 

grapes and cheese were a popular dish in Roman times. 

When I asked him why this mattered, he said “Mike, I 

thought you were a Christian. How can you not know that 

grapes and cheese were popular during Roman times” and 

then he walked away somewhat annoyed with me. For 

about 10 minutes I stood there utterly confused. Is that 

what it means to be a follower of Christ? Do I need to have 

a solid understanding of 1st-century dishes?  

It was an odd scene and I more or less got over it, but it did 

create a long-term problem. I took that very odd critique 

and made sure I learned as many little odd bits of Bible and 

ancient trivia as I could. Not because I thought they were of 

great importance but because obviously others did. The 

words he used affected me and over the years this odd little 

encounter has made me want to work hard to ensure my 

words carry life and not destruction.  



 

It is easy to be careless with our words. When we are tired 

or busy, we can easily say things we don’t mean but it is 

too late. Words like toothpaste cannot be put back. Once 

they are out there, they are out there. That is why we must 

always be on guard. We must be diligent to speak life and 

not death. We must think before speaking and if we cannot 

think we might be better off not opening our mouths. Our 

words can build people up and help them accomplish great 

things. The words we use can inspire people to greatness. 

The words we use can breathe life into dark situations and 

give hope to the hopeless, but they can also crush a person. 

As followers of Christ, we must insist on moving towards 

speaking words that come from a place of love and 

surrender to Christ.  

Our words should reflect the life within us and show the 

world that we are in fact God’s children.  

  



 

I’m Only Human and Other Excuses  
Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing 

in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as 

something to be used for His own advantage. Philippians 

2:5 HCSB 

I am always caught off guard when I read about Jesus 

praying. I shouldn’t be because Jesus is fully human and 

fully divine but I usually am. I remember that Jesus is God 

and I can defend that statement but to remember that Jesus 

is a man that one I struggle with. I struggle with it because 

it amazes me. I struggle with it because it twists my mind 

in ways that I don’t have words for. I struggle with it 

because to remember that Jesus lived as a man does 

something to my own weakness. 

There is a part of me that likes to forget that Jesus was a 

man because forgetting makes my weakness ok. It makes it 

ok to be weak and self-serving because after all, I am only 

human. It makes it ok to slip into sin because after all, I am 

only human. It makes my self-reliance ok because after all, 

I am only human. But to remember that Jesus was also 

human and was without sin well that changes things. To 

remember that Jesus did not rely on Himself but on the 

Father and the Holy Spirit that takes away my excuses. To 

remember that Jesus made Himself of no reputation and 

took on the form of a bondservant that changes the game. 

 



 

When you read the Gospels, you will find that Jesus rarely 

did anything in His own power. Instead, He prayed to the 

Father trusting and obeying. Instead of going where He 

pleased, He moved only by the power and direction of the 

Holy Spirit (see the temptation). Now it would be easy to 

say that it is different because Jesus is God but again, He 

chose not to rely on His divinity. 

 

Instead of using His omniscience, Jesus spent all night in 

prayer before choosing the 12 disciples (Luke 6:12). Jesus 

could have used His infinite power and ability but chose to 

spend all night in prayer asking the Father for direction. 

Jesus could have used His command of the whole host of 

heaven to rescue Him from the band that came to take Him 

on the night of His crucifixion but instead He chose to 

submit to the will of the Father. Jesus could have done so 

much in His own power but instead, He chose to live as a 

man. The problem with remembering all of this is that there 

are very clear implications for you and me. 

 

We want to rely on our human weakness and frailty to 

excuse ourselves from having to do the things God calls us 

to do. We want to forget to pray and say it’s ok because we 

are only human, but Christ does not give us that out. In 

taking humanity and living on earth He not only set an 

example but demonstrated the practicality and reality of 

faith (the ability to live that life). Now to be sure He does 

not expect perfection but at the same time, the excuse for 

not attempting has been removed. 



 

We are not expected to be perfect, but we are expected to 

be moving towards the goal of maturity in Christ by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. We have no out as Christians. We 

have no safe zone to escape to and no claim to ignorance. 

We have instead a great high priest who was tempted in 

every way and was without sin and He tells us to call on 

Him in time of need.  

Again, perfection is not the requirement, but excuses are 

not allowed either. It is a strange thing indeed yet here we 

are. 

  



 

The Cat is Out of the Bag 
The LORD God said, "Since the man has become like one 

of us, knowing good and evil, he must not reach out, take 

from the tree of life, eat, and live forever." Genesis 3:22 

CSB 

The cat is out of the bag. God told Adam not to eat from 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But we all 

know how that went. Adam and Eve ate and now we all 

suffer. We now have knowledge of good and evil. So, what 

do we do with this knowledge? Have you ever heard the 

expression I know enough to be dangerous?  

I know enough about how electricity works to know that if 

something goes wrong, I need help. If my power shuts off, I 

know to check the breaker box but if that is not it then I 

need help and I should not touch it. The same with good 

and evil. We need to know enough to know what is right 

and wrong but not so much about what is wrong that we 

actually participate in it. 

There are two things we need to do with it according to 

Scripture. First, we must be wise about what is good and 

innocent of evil (Rom 16:19) and second, we must be 

trained to distinguish between good and evil. I must admit 

this seems a little confusing because Paul writes that we 

should be innocent of evil and the author of Hebrews says 

we should be able to able to distinguish between the two 



 

(Hebrews 5:15). If we need to be able to know the 

difference, then doesn’t that mean we won’t be innocent of 

evil? What’s the deal? 

There are some people who think they should be 

completely cut off from the world and anything worldly, 

but I don’t think we should go that far with it. We need to 

know about things, but we need to make sure we are not 

intimately involved with those things. I can know there is a 

drug house in town without going there. I can know what is 

going on there without participating in. I can know that 

people who are going in that place are going to get drugs 

without getting drugs myself. I can know these things and 

then if someone tells me they were at that house I can 

safely assume they might need to go to rehab. 

Now we can use extreme examples but really it needs to get 

closer to home. God wants us to study the right things so 

much that He can shine a light on the dark things and we 

easily see it. God wants to sanctify us and that is just a 

fancy way of saying He wants to set us apart or clean us. 

We are sanctified in Christ but there is also an ongoing 

process where God strips away the old man and filth so that 

we can walk in the new life He has given us in Christ. 

God wants you to study the right things so that when you 

are walking outside of His best for you there is a tug that 

makes you realize it. That tug is an awareness of the Holy 



 

Spirit saying, “hey remember what is right?” When you get 

upset and start swearing like you’re the star of a prime 

cable channel show God wants you to have so studied the 

right things that you feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

you saying “really?” 

Like I said the cat is out of the bag. We now have the 

knowledge of good and evil so now we must study. Let’s 

study the right things. 

  



 

More than a Story About Sharing Lunch 
We should help people whenever we can, especially if they 

are followers of the Lord.  Galatians 6:10 CEV 

God is looking for a heart that is after Him. He wants 

people who desire Him and His sufficiency. In John chapter 

6 and the story of the feeding of the multitude, we see that 

all the people ate and were satisfied. We can look at this 

story and see the obvious. We can see that there was a need 

and a boy shared his loaves and his fishes. We can see this 

and if we stop there, we can learn a little something. 

However, if we push through just a little, we can see so 

much more.  

If we look closely at the story, we see that Jesus multiplied 

the little that was offered. This tells us that Jesus did not 

need the little that was offered. Why? Well, first you try 

feeding 5,000 men with that little bit of food. Second, 

because He is God. He used it, but He did not need it. The 

power of God, the presence of God is enough with or 

without our offerings. God is more than able to meet any 

need because God is enough. More on that in a moment. 

God works through people. Again, He does not require you 

or me, but He chooses us. God has decided that in His 

infinite wisdom He would work through the Church. He 

would choose the lowly and foolish things to accomplish 



 

His plans and purposes. I wouldn’t choose you and me, but 

God did, and it is for our good that He does. 

God choosing to use us is for our good just as much as it is 

for someone else. When we serve others, when we give of 

our time, when we give of our money we grow into the 

image of Christ. God choosing to use us means we get to 

partner with God in the things He is doing. If we think 

about like when our parents would let us “help them” we 

can see this a little clearer. Our parents did not need our 

help and in some cases, our “help” was actually no help at 

all. But they used those moments to teach us and to grow 

us. We learned more about how it was done, the heart of 

our parents, and the value of service in those moments. 

God being a good Father is so much more than our earthly 

parents. Again, He does not need our help, but He allows us 

to help so that we might grow. God does not need me to 

share these things with you. The Holy Spirit is much more 

capable than we are but He allows us to help others so that 

we might grow too.  

What might God be calling you to today? What way might 

He be asking you to help? 



 

Captain Productivity  
“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 

worried and upset about many things, but few things are 

needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is 

better, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 

10:41-42 NIV 

If I were a superhero, I would be Captain Productivity, and 

my power would be that I can accomplish more than most 

in a single hour. But like any great superhero, I need a 

weakness and my weakness would be a lack of compassion 

and flexibility. 

I really don’t mean to brag, but I can get a lot done in a 

short amount of time. I am pretty good at putting my head 

down and barreling through a task list. I can plow through a 

to-do list faster than you can make it but there is a cost 

associated with that. I can do all sorts of stuff but hold me 

up from my tasks and I will get, let’s call it ornery. I have 

some spent some time thinking about this and I believe it 

comes down to selfishness. “I need to get these things 

done” “I need to finish” “I am so busy” “I don’t have time 

for this” “I, I, I.”  

James talks about this in James chapter 4. He says “What is 

the source of wars and fights among you? Don’t they come 

from the cravings that are at war within you?” and he goes 

on to talk about murdering, waring, and evil desires. The 



 

principle is that when you become self-focused you lose 

sight of what is important and why you are doing or 

praying for something. You can be so busy serving and 

learning about God that you forget to admire Him and love 

Him. You can spend so much time serving your family you 

forget to love them and show them compassion. It is very 

easy to do. 

It is a hard and fine line to be productive but not neglect the 

reasons behind your doing. It is one a lot of us constantly 

step over. The hard part is not just walking the line but 

admitting when you stepped over it and doing what is 

needed to correct it. We cannot let the goal of being a good 

servant, a good spouse, a good parent, a good friend 

become more important than the act of being those things. 

It is a good thing to work hard and do good, but it is a 

better thing to remember why you are doing it. 

My wife likes to remind me that we are human beings and 

not human doings. It is funny how a little play on words 

can really strike at the heart of something. We were created 

to be in relationship and fellowship with God and people. 

That is the point of our existence. Doing is good. We need 

to do things and there are a lot of good things to do but the 

doing should never come at the expense of productivity 

over people.  



 

Before we start doing, we should sit at the Master’s feet 

and receive from Him. Then we can go do what needs to be 

done.  

  



 

Kingdom of Heaven 
May your kingdom come. May your will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Mathew 6:10 ISV 

Jesus talks about the kingdom of heaven some 33 times so I 

think it is kind of important. One commentary defines the 

kingdom of heaven as “the rule which God exercises 

through the person, work, and teachings of Jesus.” I think 

that is a pretty good definition but to go a little further 

Edward Schillebeekx (no I did not make that up) says the 

kingdom of heaven is “a process, a course of events, 

whereby God begins to govern or to act as king or Lord, an 

action, therefore, by which God manifests his being-God in 

the world of men.” I think that one is pretty good too. But I 

would simplify it a little and say the Kingdom of Heaven is 

God ruling now. 

 

Have you ever heard the expression that some people are 

too heavenly minded for their own earthly good? I have and 

to be honest that is how we should live. The problem is that 

what is meant by that is some people are only looking 

forward to the after-death part of heaven and not the here 

and now part. I am not talking about heaven on earth as in 

everything is perfect but God ruling here and now in us. 

Jesus coming to earth, living, dying, and being raised again 

was an invasion. Think about it, Jesus came to earth to 

bring the kingdom of heaven here. He came to bring people 

out of sin and death and back into God’s kingdom. 

 



 

We live in this weird now but not yet place of belonging to 

Heaven but still residing on earth. The kingdom of heaven 

lives in us and we carry around the kingdom of heaven 

everywhere we go. Part of the Gospel message is that we 

can live in that reality of heaven now. Yes, one day when 

we die, we will move there so to speak but we also have it 

now. Right now, at work, at home, even in the car you have 

the kingdom of heaven because as a Christian you have 

submitted yourself to Gods rule. As believers in the 

resurrected Christ, we live in the reality of this. This is why 

Peter writes to people and calls them sojourners or 

pilgrims.  

We should live heavenly minded, but we should understand 

that it is a destination and position we currently hold.  

  



 

There’s a Party 
Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, 

but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main 

roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 

find.’ And those servants went out into the roads 

and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So, 

the wedding hall was filled with guests. Matthew 22:8-10 

ESV 

You are cordially invited to a wedding banquet. This 

promises to be the celebration to end all celebrations. There 

has never been nor will there ever be another event like this 

one. The best food will be served, the best wine (maybe 

juice) will flow, the best music will be heard, the best 

scenery will be seen. The band has been practicing for what 

seems like an eternity. Our gracious and loving Host has 

spared no expense for this party and it will be spoken about 

for an eternity. Only family is invited to attend this 

spectacular celebration and you are fortunate enough to be 

invited. This is not a party you want to miss because even 

those on the outside will hear the joy from within. 

That is at least how Jesus described heaven. In many 

places, He said it was going to be a party and Matthew 22 

is one of them. Not only is there a party but you are invited! 

You get to attend this amazing wedding celebration that is 

going to happen. Can you imagine what this is going to be 

like? No of course not because we cannot dream up the 



 

awesome splendor of God. We cannot fathom His 

goodness, love, and glory. We cannot comprehend the 

richness and depth of His great love. His ways are so 

beyond ours that at best we can tell there will be an awe-

inspiring event, but we cannot possibly know how 

awesome. It is going to be epic in the truest sense of the 

word. 

Every tribe tongue, nation, and people will be there. Old, 

young, white, black, those born today, and those born a 

thousand years before we know will all be there in 

attendance. Some will speak Chinese, some French, some 

English, some Celtic, some will speak languages long lost, 

and some not yet known. There will be people telling 

stories about how they got invited and tears of joy will flow 

as lost loved ones are reunited. People will tell of how one 

action led to another and then their entire village became 

invited. Some will find out they helped invite without 

knowing if they would come and they will sing for joy 

when they see them there. Oh, it is going to be glorious. 

When we think about heaven like this it is no wonder that 

we have no choice but to tell everyone. How could we 

possibly keep silent about this wedding we are invited to? 

How can we possibly not devote our life to telling 

everyone? How could we not ask others to partner too? 



 

Oh, and I forgot one important detail… you’re in the 

wedding! Not as some oddly dressed bridesmaid wearing a 

weird floral pattern and side bow either. No, you are the 

bride. You as part of the church that has been built through 

the ages are the bride and your Groom cannot wait to bring 

you home. 

So, what do you say? You wanna go to a party with me? 

  



 

Follow Me 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. 

When he sat down, his disciples came to him. Matthew 5:1 

EHV 

Matthew 5-7 is known as the Sermon on the Mount and 

there is a ton of great stuff in there. Jesus teaches the 

Beatitudes, how He fulfills the Law, loving your enemy, 

giving, praying, and on and on. What strikes me is verse 1 

in chapter 5 when it says Jesus saw the crowds and sat 

down. Jesus is so comfortable in His teaching and authority 

that He did not need to walk around and convince people of 

what He was saying. He just sat there and gave some of the 

most profound teachings recorded in history. 

I am so amazed and thankful that we have a Savior who sits 

down. He is not worried about anything. He is not 

struggling to achieve. He is not stressed out about the 

future. He is content and can sit and rest. If we are 

following Him and we trust that we know His will we can 

relax. We can take a breathe. We can rest in Him. Jesus 

says that He is the Good Shepherd and His sheep hear His 

voice. If you are His sheep, you will hear His voice. If you 

are not hearing it then press in harder. If you are not feeling 

His presence, then push in deeper. He might be calling you 

into a deeper level of intimacy. You also need to be able to 

and willing to listen to His will. 



 

Why would God reveal His will if you are not going to 

obey? What is the point of instruction if you are 

disobedient? God wants and seeks willing hearts. He says 

that His eyes roam the earth looking for hearts attuned to 

His will. If you want to rest and to lay down those heavy 

burdens you need to be willing to obey what He is saying. 

Jesus’ command is a simple one, He says follow Me. That 

is the whole thing right there. Just follow Him. If we do 

that we will walk as He walked, we will love our neighbor 

as ourselves, and we will love God with all our heart soul 

and mind. We just need to follow Him. It is terrifying and 

peaceful to follow Jesus. Jesus does not promise it will all 

turn out OK on this earth. He does not say He will reveal 

everything. He does not say I will explain later. He just 

says follow Me. It is simple and pure. It is true and light. It 

is the most basic command and it comes from the most 

glorious One. Follow Me. When we follow Him, we can 

hear His voice and know His will. We can trust His 

teaching. We can obey. We just need to follow Him. 

Today I would suggest that Jesus is still sitting only now 

He is in heaven. He is sitting and speaking. He is saying 

follow Me. He is not worried or concerned about the future. 

He is not restless or unsure. He is not confused about 

options. He is sitting at the right hand of the Father saying 

Follow Me. 



 

You Can’t Love and it? 
Don’t cause the Holy Spirit sorrow by the way you live. 

Remember, he is the one who marks you to be present on 

that day when salvation from sin will be complete. 

Ephesians 4:30 TLB 

What is a person? Is the Holy Spirit an “it” or a “Him?” 

According to theology books, a person is one that has 

intelligence, emotions, and will and since the Holy Spirit 

has all of these, He must be a person. Scripture does not 

leave room for the Holy Spirit to be anything less than a 

person. He has intelligence (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) because 

He teaches believers. He has emotions (Ephesians 4:30) 

because we are advised not to grieve Him. He also has a 

will (1 Corinthians 12:11) because He distributes gifts as 

He wills. Throughout the New Testament, and partially in 

the Old we see that the Holy Spirit is a person.  

If we think about it from that perspective, we can see that 

the Holy Spirit being a person means that we are intimately 

connected to Him and Him to us. He is not a force that we 

play around with in order to gain something for ourselves 

but someone that we owe devotion to. R.A. Torrey in his 

book The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit says we 

should be asking the question “How can the Holy Spirit get 

more of me?” If we ask this question with the 

understanding that He is a person we stop trying to get and 

start surrendering. If the Holy Spirit is a person and has a 



 

will, we must submit to that will. If He has emotion, then 

we must involve feelings into our relationship. If He has 

intelligence, we must seek His guidance.  

For some it might seem like semantics but the words we 

use shape our actions and thoughts. If we think of the Holy 

Spirit as an it then the relationship is one sided and self-

centered. But if we think of the Holy Spirit as a He then 

everything changes personality means life. He has a life 

and we are connected to and empowered by that life. It 

stops being about gifts (which are good) and moves to 

relationship. The work of the Holy Spirit goes far beyond 

what these 400 words can express but today, right now, you 

can submit your will to Him and ask Him for guidance and 

direction.  

We should seek His ways and want to serve and be in 

relation with Him instead of just receiving from Him.  

  



 

Know Your Enemy 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 1 

Peter 5:8 NIV 

 

Sometimes I think we give the devil way more credit than 

we should. That being said the devil is our adversary. After 

all, Satan means adversary. We should also understand that 

he does have a vast network of demons that do his bidding 

so while we should not give him too much credit it is 

important to know his tactics. I want to look at three tactics 

found in Genesis 3. 

 

First, the devil corrupts language, using it to confuse Adam 

and Eve. Before the fall language was wholesome and only 

communicated truth or was used to ask questions but never 

for deceit. The idea of using language to confuse or tempt 

was completely foreign to the minds of Adam and Eve. 

This is not to excuse Adam and Eve because they clearly 

had God’s words regarding the tree. We need to constantly 

remind ourselves of what God has said.  

 

Second, the devil turns God’s command regarding the tree 

of knowledge into a general question about all trees in the 

Garden. This planted the seed of doubt in Eve’s mind 

because later she sees that the tree was good for food. The 

devil can often confuse us (or at least me) about things that 

seem to contradict. Genesis 2:9 says that all the trees in the 

garden were pleasing in appearance and good for food 



 

including the tree of knowledge of good and evil so the 

devil can say if it is good for food then you should eat it. If 

God wants me to be happy and live in abundant life, then 

why shouldn’t I get what I need? Paul writes in Colossians 

2:8 that we should not be carried away by teachings, 

philosophies, and traditions that are not based on Christ. 

 

Third, God was not included in the conversation that the 

devil had with Eve. The devil will attack us this way. He 

will get us to question God, His motives, His previous 

commands, and so on all the while being sure that we talk 

about God but never to Him. We must always be careful 

not to let God become an academic study. We cannot allow 

God to become just another subject we study. Our 

endeavors to learn about Him must be married with a desire 

to grow closer to Him. These two things must never be 

separated. God is not an abstract concept and should not be 

treated as such. Christ’s life and death was not only simply 

to save us from eternal separation from God but to give us 

union with Him. It is Christ in me the hope of glory 

(Colossians 1:27). We can treat it as salvation from sin and 

death but more than that it is a call to relationship. When 

we better understand our enemy, we are better prepared on 

how to fight. We should understand that we fight from a 

place of victory, but it is a battle, nonetheless.  

 

The victory is ours in Christ, but we still live in the flesh. 

So, arm yourself today and know how to fight. 



 

Proving or Testing? 
For you know that when your faith is tested, your 

endurance has a chance to grow. James 1:3 NLT 

Most people who read the Bible know about James 1:3 

even if they don’t know where to find it. James is talking 

about testing our faith so that we can know the genuineness 

of it and grow. What you might not know is this was a not a 

new concept. 

In Judges 3:1-2 we read and see that God left a few nations 

to test and teach Israel. If you know Judges, then you know 

they failed. The best verse to sum up the book of Judges is 

21:25 which says, “In those days Israel had no king: 

everyone did as they saw fit.” This is repeated a few times 

in Judges which should give us some insight. 

In Judges the Hebrew word for test or prove is nacah in 3:1 

which means to test, try, prove, tempt, assay (determine 

ingredients), put to the proof or test. In verse 2 the word for 

teach is lamad and this means to learn. teach, exercise in. 

 

That was a lot so let’s break that down. If we combine what 

we see in verses 1 and 2 we see that God left enemies in the 

land to test the people, so they might learn how to fight. 

What seemed like a challenge and struggle to the people 

was indeed a challenge and a struggle and it was a God-



 

ordained challenge and struggle. God intended for it to be 

that way because the people needed to learn. 

If we jump ahead a few thousand years and books, we see 

in James the Greek word for testing is dokimion and it 

means the proving. This is the exact same concept as 

Judges. It means that something is happening to prove your 

faith so that you might learn from it. It is not just about 

proving the faith but proving it so that we might learn from 

it. 

 

God often leaves challenges and struggles in front of us to 

prove us for the purpose of learning. Jesus says that he who 

is faithful in much will be given much. God does not test us 

just to see what we know or what we will do. He already 

knows. Instead, God is testing and proving us so that we 

learn and can handle more of His will and His ways. God 

desires so much more for you and for me, but we need to a 

person and a people who can handle it. 

So, if you are being tested or proved right now focus on the 

goal. Focus on the prize in front of you. Focus on God your 

great and might reward. 

  



 

Grace AND Truth 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 NASB 

When I read through the Gospel of John I always stop at 

the story of the woman at the well and I can’t help but see a 

connection between the way Jesus interacted with her and 

the way she then interacted with the people in the village. 

Had Jesus been hard on her for her past she would not have 

been so willing to go and tell everyone about the “man who 

told me everything I have done.” Don’t get me wrong Jesus 

did not sugar coat it for this woman but even after telling 

her everything she had done she was happy and went and 

told everyone. The reason, I can only assume, was that 

Jesus spoke the truth in love. Remember that Jesus is full of 

grace and truth. Don’t miss that He is full of grace AND 

truth. 

 

I know a lot of people who are full of it but no one, not 

even myself, who is full of grace AND truth. Some people 

are big on grace but no so much on truth. Others are big on 

truth but not so much on grace. Jesus has this amazing way 

of being truthful, direct, and honest with us while being 

graceful and dealing gently with us wayward sons and 

daughters. 



 

Had Jesus just been truth she might not have gone and told 

everyone about Him. Had Jesus only been graceful she 

might have just sat around thinking about it. But because 

Jesus is both she went and told everyone. 

Truth lets us know what the situation is. It gives us 

instruction and lets us know how things are. It is a 

statement of fact. Grace is the canceling out of the penalty 

of those facts. Grace lets us learn that the situation is dire, 

but we are not alone in it. Jesus is full of both and because 

of this He is in a unique position to offer the statement of 

facts and a way out.  

I suppose the question remaining is “Are we close enough 

to Jesus to be like Him and give people grace AND truth?” 

  



 

Life Can Be Hard 
"Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly 

meaningless! Everything is meaningless." Ecclesiastes 1:2 

NIV 

Ecclesiastes is not the most upbeat book in the Bible. It 

deals with the reality of death, injustice, suffering, 

foolishness, and other such fun topics. Often times the book 

carries a very somber tone and if you don’t believe me just 

read the second verse. The second verse in the book starts 

out with “Absolute Futility” (HCSB) or “Vanity of 

vanities” (NKJV) and this should give us insight as to 

where it is going. Sometimes the week starts with losing 

your favorite Bible, a screaming angry child because they 

are just in bad mood, dozens of conference calls at work, 

not nearly enough money in the bank account to make you 

happy, and other general annoyances. You know the kind 

of week where you wonder why you even try because for 

everything thing that goes right something else goes 

horribly wrong. 

We all have those weeks and sometimes we all have those 

weeks that turn into that month, it is inevitable. I would like 

to sit here and tell you that at the end of these weeks 

everything turns around and you find yourself sitting high 

on the mountain top. That by the end you find yourself 

feeling and living like more than a conqueror and that 

everything turns around, but sometimes that just does not 



 

happen. Sometimes we do not get the nice family sitcom 

wrap-up.  

The last two verses in Ecclesiastes say, “Let us hear the 

conclusion… Fear God and keep His commandments…For 

God will bring every work into judgment…Good and 

Evil.” That is comforting and scary. The main thing I take 

away from this is that God still reigns, and our job is not to 

weigh my life out by the good and bad days but by 

following and trusting God. We can rest in the fact that 

when life is sunshine and rainbows God is still God and 

when life is thundering, and lightning God is still God. 

There are hard days, weeks, even months but the fact 

remains that we cannot see the whole picture, but God can. 

There are no guarantees in life, and we are but a vapor, but 

God is still God.  

That does not make the hard days good, but it should 

remind us this is not the end. 

  



 

Thirsty 
Afterward, he became thirsty, called out to the LORD, and 

told him, "So, you provided this great deliverance at the 

hands of your servant, but now I'm to die of thirst and fall 

into the hands of the uncircumcised?" Judges 15:18 ISV 

 

As you may be aware Samson is no role model. He was 

vain, selfish, and did his own thing. As far as judges go, he 

is pretty much the worst. We like him because he was 

strong and killed the bad guys, but he is an anti-hero. He 

married a Philistine woman, slept with a prostitute, and told 

a woman who repeatedly tried to have him captured how to 

defeat him. Samson was no role model. He was the hero 

Israel deserved at that time and he has his fair share of 

faults. He does, however, show something very important. 

Samson was, at times, doing God’s will even when he was 

doing as he pleased. In one incident recorded in Chapter 15 

of Judges Samson killed 1,000 men with the jawbone of a 

donkey which is impressive. Most hero’s in the Bible 

would accomplish a feat like this and name the place after 

God, Samson names it after the donkey. He then cries out 

to God for water and God gives him water. Samson then 

names the place after himself and not God. This sums up 

Samson well. 

What we can take away from this story is that God is 

faithful and full of grace for sinners such as us. Samson 



 

was no saint and yet God was faithful. God’s faithfulness 

and abundant grace does not depend on us. 

Paul in Ephesians says that we are saved by grace so that 

we cannot boast. We tend to think of this saving as when 

we receive God’s forgiveness, but Samson was saved from 

thirst in his time of need. God saves us from things all the 

time we just need to call out to Him. 

 

What thirst do you have today? What need do you have that 

requires God to intervene? Call on Him, He is faithful 

because that is who He is. 

 

  

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-9.htm


 

What is Hope? 
To them God chose to make known how great among the 

Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 ESV 

Not all words are created equal. Words like love, freedom, 

victory and hope carry more weight than other words. For 

example, if you are in sales then a word like “discount” 

carries more weight than other words. When you are 

talking to a customer and they hear the word “discount” it 

will make their ears perk up. Use it two or three times in 

the conversation and you have their attention. If you are 

talking to your kids (little kids) and you mention a snack 

they instantly pay a little more attention because a word 

like “snack” means something more to them. The same 

thing holds true here in Colossians 1 with the word “hope.”  

Do you have hope? What is your hope? In Colossians 

chapter 1 Paul mentions hope four times and that might not 

sound like a lot because a lot of words are repeated 

throughout the chapter and throughout the Bible in general 

so what makes, or should make a word like hope stand out? 

Hope as is typically used in modern culture means 

something along the lines of “want something to happen or 

be the case” but that is not what the word means in the 

Bible. In the Bible hope is confident expectation which is 

to say you know this is a thing is going to happen.  



 

 

With the understanding of what hope is we can read this 

and see that Christ in us is the confident expectation of 

glory. What a relief! We don’t have to be great or good 

enough but Christ in me is good enough. Jesus is the 

answer to the question of “what does God want from me?” 

All our work can be laid down and we can rest in Jesus’ 

finished work on the cross. We can rest from our labor 

and take His yoke. We can stop trying to figure out how to 

make ourselves good enough because it is Christ in us that 

is good enough. 

 

Hope is such a powerful word. Hope is an amazing thing 

because the hope is Christ, not my better performance. The 

hymn writer Edward Mote wrote “My hope is built on 

nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare 

not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 

name.” Our hope is built or founded in Christ and on His 

work.  

This brings us to the second point which is that our 

understanding of this hope is found in the Gospel (Col 

1:5b). Because of the message of the Gospel and the 

confirmation from the Holy Spirit we can understand that 

there is hope. The Holy Spirit brings the truth of the Gospel 

to life in us and produces fruit. The hope of Christ is not pie 

in the sky but is a living hope that is useful and producing 

fruit in us now. 



 

Hope is not only an amazing and wonderful thing but if 

your hope is in Christ, and that is the key, then it will not 

disappoint because Jesus is faithful. He is always faithful 

and will always be faithful because He cannot be anything 

but faithful.  

That might now always show in the way you want but it 

will always be true. You can count on that. 

  



 

Paint by Numbers or Create a Masterpiece 
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses 

against you that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 

children may live. Deuteronomy 30:19 NIV 

It occurs to me that people are not necessarily opposed to 

being directed but that directing does not mean as much 

and is not as transformational to them long term as if they 

were guided to the truth. This is the difference between 

paint but numbers and an open canvas. You could 

theoretically produce the same result but only one is truly 

art. 

 

If we look at anything from cheating on a test to cheating 

on a spouse, the reasons are usually based off should or 

shouldn’t. We do not cheat on our spouses because it is 

wrong, we do not steal money because we should think 

about the consequences, or whatever another situation you 

can think of. The reasons are measured by weight and 

whichever is heavier is the winner. This leads us to 

compromising situations because as the holder of the scales 

we can make adjustments to fit our desire. 

We should think about right and wrong. The Bible is solid 

on this matter and we are told we have God’s law written 

on our hearts. There is a clear right and wrong in most 

situations so there is a matter of right and wrong to 

consider. However, if the desire to please God, living a life 



 

of faith and obedience is not at the forefront of hearts and 

minds then weighing right and wrong will do little good 

because it is the same as directing. We can be led to a place 

that we do not necessarily want to be because the choice to 

go there was not ours. We will always question the other 

path. 

 

The question that needs to be settled before we look at right 

and wrong is do, we have a desire to please God and live a 

life of faith, love, and obedience? Do we at our very core 

want to live in fellowship with my God and those around 

me? When we first look to fulfill the royal law of love, we 

do not have to weigh other choices most of the time. We 

could think that yes it would be easy to XXX but we don’t 

want to because we want to show love to our God. The 

answer to the one question removes the need to even worry 

about other questions. If you have decided in your heart 

that you want to show your spouse extravagant love, then 

you do not need to answer the question of cheating because 

you have answered a higher question. If you decided that 

you want to learn and know the information from school, 

then you do not need to answer the question of cheating on 

a test because that would violate the first answer. 

 

Often times we get ourselves into trouble because we are 

asking and answering the wrong questions much like 

looking at symptoms instead of the cause. When we decide 

to get deep and go the core of a situation, we avoid so much 

unnecessary heartache and unneeded battles. If we can get 

to the point where like Joshua, we say “as for me and my 



 

house we will serve the LORD” then we do not have to 

wonder whom we serve or what we will do. The choice you 

make to start with determines whether you are painting 

your life as a masterpiece or just going through the process 

like a paint by numbers.  

 

My suggestion – Paint a masterpiece. 
 

  



 

Service = Shalom, and Holiness 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

HCSB 

If God is calling you and I to serve others how do, we do 

that? How do we go out to reach people and show them the 

love of God? I would argue that it starts with Shalom and a 

pursuit of Holiness. 

Shalom in the Bible is not simply peace. Peace is mainly 

the absence of striving but Shalom is the absence of 

striving and completeness or soundness. It is safety, rest, 

favor, prosperity, happy, friendly, well, wholly. Shalom is 

the goal we are all after. It is more than simply not fighting 

but it is living in total soundness. This means whether there 

is peace around you or not you are in a state of rest and 

wholeness. In order to go after those who are in need and 

love them, we need to be at peace with God and at peace 

with ourselves. We need Shalom! 

 

Holiness in a basic understanding is being set apart. We 

need to not only be set apart but to walk in that set-

apartness. We cannot hold onto the things that drag us 

down. If we are going to actively seek others and their 



 

good, we need to actively seek God and to be holy like 

Him. 

How can we expect to go and serve others if we are holding 

onto other things in our life? Maybe it is just our desires, 

our plans, our wants. Maybe it is a sin. Maybe there are 

sins in our life that we hold onto and that stops us from 

being free enough to go and love someone else. 

This is short but that is because sometimes less is more. 

Sometimes it is better to go the Blaise Pascal way and let 

people come to the conclusion on their own, so they might 

be more thoroughly convinced. Today I would just ask two 

simple questions. 

Do you have Shalom with God? Do you pursue Holiness? 

 

  



 

Closing Thoughts 
I hope this little book of thoughts and reflections has been a 

blessing to you. As I mentioned in the preface, I hope these 

entries have helped you see God a new or clearer way. That 

in some way you see the God who loves you and sent His 

Son in a new and wonderful way.  

If it has, I would ask that you share that with someone. I am 

not talking about sharing the book (but feel free). Instead 

share that love with someone. Share the wonderful hope 

you have with someone else. Be a light in a dark world and 

let people know that they are loved by God and by you.  

Be willing to be used.  

Be willing to be hurt. 

Be willing to loved. 

Be willing to be ignored. 

Be willing to be a light. 

Be willing 

 

- Mike   

 


