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About Us

radical & 
passionate

Our vision is to answer the radical call of Jesus. We believe
that to respond to Jesus' call to Abide in Him is radical and
leads to radical living because we are not relying on
ourselves but on Him.

It starts with knowing. Abide is not just a church but an idea.
An idea that people can know they are loved, know they can
be more, know that they belong.
 
We want to see communities transformed. People far from
God are brought home, people who know God walking with
Him in a deeper way, and people who are deep in Christ find
meaningful expressions of worship and service. 

ra-di-kəl:
of, relating to, or proceeding from 
a root



our call
N O T  A N O T H E R  C H U R C H ,

A  D I F F E R E N T  C H U R C H

Many Voices; One Song

There are a lot of churches out there. We are not trying to build
another church but a church for people who don’t always feel
like they fit in. A church for the broken, the outcast, the weird, the
sidelined, the outsiders. This is not just for people who do not go
to church but also for those who love God and who love Jesus
but just don’t feel like they fit in. We want to make a place for
those who feel misshaped to fit. A place for people to know they
belong to a bigger picture. 

Revelation 7:9-10 shows a picture of heaven where different
people from all tribes tongues and nations are all shouting
together “salvation belongs to our God.” Different people all
shouting and singing the same song. James chapter 2 talks
about a church where different people all co-exist together. We
bring our uniqueness to the gathering, we bring our different life
experiences to the community, we bring our various gifts to the
throne, and we sing a common song. We sing a common song
with different voices and different instruments. 



our model
focused excitment 

We could not find a model that completely expresses our desires.
Various models have strengths and weaknesses. Our model is what
we are referring to as Focused Excitement. By this, we mean both the
excitement of a new church plant and new believers but with the
wisdom, maturity, and focus of those who have walked with Jesus for
years. We have been a part of some great church plants over the
years, and they have all imparted something to us in one way or
another. We want to see both those who are far from Christ receive
His love and forgiveness accepting Him as Lord and Savior and we
want to see those who know Him walk deep in His ways making
disciples. For both, we want to see them have meaningful expressions
of worship and service (Rom 12:1-2). 

What are meaningful expressions of worship and service? This is a
great question and one that cannot be 100% quantified because it is
fluid. We want people to have space to worship and celebrate Jesus
in ways that honor Him and show that He is Lord. We want to balance
the worship we are called to give without putting on a show. We
want to see people who have experienced life change (which we
expect) worshipping and serving God. An example would be a lady
we will call “A” who used to dance for dollars but now dances for
Jesus. Or a lady we’ll call “S” who was guilt-ridden from having an
abortion who grew and led a children’s ministry and now helps
women overcome addiction. We even look at a guy named “C” who
used to hustle drugs and now hustles for Jesus telling everyone about
Him. These have all found meaningful expressions of worship and
service because of what God has done in their lives. 



our desire
Healing and Proclaiming

We desire to follow Jesus’ call in Luke 10:9 to heal the sick and
proclaim the kingdom! This is dangerous living. Jesus’ call to go
out and heal the sick and proclaim the kingdom is not for the
faint of heart. To even say this is what we are attempting to do
causes fear and trembling in us, but it is part of the call and what
we believe the call is. Healing can take various forms, but we are
committed to trusting the Holy Spirit to lead us into this. We
desire to heal the sick and to proclaim the kingdom. Healing
without the proclamation of the kingdom is lacking. We will
never cease to proclaim Jesus is Lord!

We believe that if we hold true to these things, we will see people
take up the counter-cultural call of Jesus and we will hear people
say, “I Abide in Christ.”



our location
Little city; Big Possiblities
We lived in Hiram and Dallas for 5 years and then moved to
Knoxville and then New Orleans. Julie’s parents are aging and
need some help. As we started praying about helping them God
put the area back on our hearts. It quickly became let’s move
back home and invest in our community and help people find
the deep and abiding love God has for them and help them
abide in Him. Let’s start something that gives people the space
to grow and find meaningful expressions of worship and service
for God. 

Hiram sits in an interesting place in Paulding County. Hiram itself
is about 1/3 the size of the surrounding towns. It is not large but
hosts a movie theater, big box stores, chain restaurants, and
more. Hiram has positioned itself over the years to be the place
to go in Paulding Co if you want to do something. Many other
larger cities touch Hiram and we desire to share Christ with
Hiram and the surrounding areas.

Hiram is part of the Northwest Atlanta Metro area. More and
more people are moving to the Metro Area to escape the
busyness and craziness of city living. The Metro Atlanta area is
the 6th fastest-growing metro area in America. We are poised to
reach a large and diverse population. 



our Leaders
Lead Pastor: Mike Farley

After giving his life to Jesus in his early 20s Pastor Mike and
his family have served Christ in the church in nearly every
way possible. From helping to build a youth and young
adults’ program in Maine, to prison ministry, to overseas
missions work, to church planting, to pastoring they have
served Jesus and desired to see the Kingdom of God expand.
Pastor Mike is a graduate of Johnson University in Knoxville
where he studied Intercultural Studies and Bible and
Theology. Julie has worked in college bookstores for over a
decade and has mentored young women in three different
states through workplace ministry. They have two grown
boys (Jake and Marcus) who live in Maine and a daughter
(Gracie) who is in her senior year of high school. 



goals & prayers
W H E R E  W E  A R E  G O I N G  ( 5

Y E A R S  F R O M  N O W )

THANK YOU, AND WE LOOK FORWARD

TO PARTNERING WITH YOU.

We are a church that is made up of new
and growing believers in Jesus Christ that
seek to find ways to honor God in our
lives. Each week we see people far from
Christ come in and catch a glimpse of the
one we love. There are some who are
desperate, some who are testing the
waters, and some who hoping for one last
chance. 

G R O W I N G

We are a growing church that is regularly
seeing salvation and baptisms. New
believers coming to Christ and people
who walked away coming home. We are
seeing on average 10 salvations and
baptisms a month. 

R E A C H I N G

Kids 
Youth
Missions 
Literacy programs
ESL classes
Apartment ministry
Laundry for low income

We have sent out missionaries and church planters. 
We are financially stable and work with a thriving and growing network. 
We are raising up leaders who are serving in and outside the church. 

We are following Jesus’ call in Luke 10:9 to heal the sick and proclaim the kingdom.

S E N D I N G  A N D  S E R V I N G


